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Dear Church, 
 

Proverbs 29:18 says, "Without a vision, the people perish." Your church Session and pastor have 
been in prayer seeking God's vision for Starr Church, because we know without a vision, the 
church will perish. Reading the book Comeback Churches, we have seen that with the Holy Spirit, 
church renewal and revitalization is entirely possible. With God's help, churches can grow and 
help develop new believers and stronger believers. However, in order to do this, we will need 
prayer, energy and great commitment from all of our church family. 
 

As we are beginning to receive a vision for our church, many ideas have cropped up. One is great-
er outreach to parents, particularly mothers, and children in our community. We have several ide-
as as to ways we can meet the needs of stressed parents in our community, and help children find 
a place where they are welcomed and loved. We are still percolating these ideas and welcome in-
put from the church family to any member of Session. 
 

Additionally, we realize that technology is indispensable to reaching out into today's culture. We 
are looking at proposals for redeveloping our church website, which is the first means by which 
most visitors—and potential visitors—find our church. We are considering ways to expand our 
reach through social media as well. 
 

Responding to the positive reactions of the vast majority of our members, we have also incorpo-
rated a small projection system in our worship, using equipment we already have. We recognize 
that many people today, especially younger people, are more visually and technologically-oriented, 
and appreciate visuals that help to explain the sermon, lead the liturgy and singing, and generally 
hold their attention during the service. We are hearing good things from the church, and people 
particularly appreciate the ability to sing along with our praise band, StarrCross. The Session has 
authorized a team to investigate a better projection system for the future and bring forth a pro-
posal for consideration. 
 

You may additionally see some changes happening around the church building. In the 1980s, in 
memory of Rev. Rodney Beal, a committee including Mrs. Peggy Beal renovated the church 
lounge to make an attractive, welcoming and comfortable space for brides, the Women's Associa-
tion, and other groups in the church. However, at least one of the couches has now broken, and 
the carpeting is in bad need of replacement. In keeping with the original goals for the space, the 
Session and Trustees have begun to move forward to redecorate the lounge for our current needs 
and design tastes. We hope the church will appreciate our redecorated space once it is complete. 
In addition, the Session is looking at projects to improve our church's worship space. The fabric 
behind the cross in the chancel is very dirty, and today, organ companies have designed a special 
fiberglass fabric that will allow for the transmission of sound, yet be much easier to keep clean 
and attractive. The organ company can also paint the bars behind the fabric for a smoother and 
more attractive appearance. We are receiving estimates and evaluating sample fabrics for this pro-
ject as we discern how to move forward.                                                         (Continued on page 2) 
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From Your Session 

Communion will be shared 

on 

Sunday, April 3 
 

Communion Servers  for the month: 

Shari Alston • Ken Groh  

  Andy LeCureaux • Mandy Reinke 
 

See a member of Session if you can assist with  

Communion preparation. 

           

            Women’s  
    Association News 
           April 2016 

 
 

              Circles will meet on 
Tuesday, April 5 at 10 a.m.   

Abigail/Dorcas will meet at Peggy’s. 
Mary/Martha will meet at Grace’s. 

*** 
The Women’s Board meeting will be held on 

Tuesday, April 12 at 10 a.m. 
*** 

The Women’s Gathering will be held on 
Tuesday, April 19 at 11 a.m.  

Mary/Martha is the hostess. 
*** 

KnitWits will meet on Tuesday,  
April 26 at 10 a.m. 

Session Highlights 
Session met after the Acorn was published. 

Look for highlights in our next issue. 
 

 

                   CROP Walk 
 

    Sunday, May 1st at 2 p.m.  
Beginning and ending at Greenfield 

Presbyterian Church, 2312 Greenfield in 
Berkley. One and five-mile options.  
Proceeds to benefit Church World  

Service and Welcome Inn. 

Continued from page 1) 
We realize these changes are a lot for our 
church family to absorb. We also realize that 
not everyone will like all the changes. Howev-
er, your church Session also realizes that in 
order for the church to survive and thrive, we 
must be open to change. We hope people can 
have grace and understanding and recognize 
that we all want the same things—to share the 
faith we have received from those who came 
before us with those who are coming after us. 
 

Change can be disconcerting. Even good 
change is stressful. New life is a little bit scary. 
When the disciples saw the empty tomb, at 
first, they weren't overjoyed; they were terri-
fied. (Mark 16:8) Yet life is change. Your Ses-
sion is looking to follow God's vision into a 
new future in order for our church to experi-
ence new life. Please support your church 
with your prayers, ideas, and support as we 
seek to follow the Lord into the future He has 
already planned--a future that we dare to 
hope, in this season of Easter, will mean new 
life for Starr. 
 

Love, 
Pastor Marianne Growing the Spirit's Fruit in Our 

Lives: In Worship This April 
 

April 3: The Fruit of the Spirit is Kindness 
April 10: The Fruit of the Spirit is Generosity 
April 17:  The Fruit of the Spirit is Faithfulness 
April 24: The Fruit of the Spirit is Gentleness 
May 1: The Fruit of the Spirit is Self-Control 
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WORSHIP AND PRAYER MINISTRIES 
SERVING IN THE LORD’S HOUSE 

  April 2016 
Thank-you to all who are assisting this month!  

 

Liturgists: 
  April 3:    Don Reinke 
  April 10: Susie Regula 
  April 17: Janie Castle 
  April 24: Susie Regula 
          

 Please contact a member of Session if you are  
interested in serving as a Liturgist during  

our Sunday Morning Worship. 
Greeters:  

  April 3:    Velma Wills 
  April 10:  Margaret Rossnagel 
  April 17:  Mary Christl 
  April 24:  Mike Woodcox 
   

            See Margaret Rossnagel if you would like  
to be a greeter. 

 

  Coffee Hour Hosts: 
  April 3:   Deb Collins 
  April 10: Session 
  April 17: Carol Eads 
  April 24: Teresa Mocny  
               

        See Carol Eads if you are able to host coffee 
  hour or donate goodies! 

 

  Sunday School Teachers: 
  April 3:   Linda Finn, Debbie Collins  
  April 10: Linda Finn, Don Reinke, Becca Castle  
  April 17: Linda Finn, Sue Smith, Amy McNamara  
  April 24: Linda Finn, Lexie Castle  

APRIL BIRTHDAYS 
 

         2  David Angle 
         7  Charlotte Alex 
         16 Graham Kuhn 
         19 Elvaretta Lister 
         23 Mary Christl 
         30 Delores Foster 

 
 
 

         KnitWits 
Join us the fourth 
Tuesday of the 

month at 10 a.m.! 
 

Do you knit, sew, or crochet, or can you 
roll a ball of yarn? KnitWits will be  

meeting to create prayer shawls and 
items for people in need. If you can't 

meet at that time but want to participate, 
patterns will be available on the  

welcoming table. Just bring your finished 
projects to the church! Contact Grace 

McCullough or Deb Collins for  
more information. 

 2016 PER CAPITA  
 

The Per Capita cost this year is $25.04 for each 
member of our church. 
 

So, what exactly is “Per Capita?” 
 

The Presbytery of Detroit relies on the churches 
of the Presbytery to assist with mission funding, 
benevolence, pensions, administrative costs, 
etc. This amount is divided by the number of 
members in the Presbytery, and is called  
“per-capita.” Session is asking each member to 
pay their own Per Capita.   
 

Questions? Please see any member of  
Session. We thank you for your help on this 
matter. 

We are seeking an additional Sunday 
School teacher for: 

1st Sunday of the month 
4th Sunday of the month 

 

If you are interested in helping out, 
please contact Pastor Marianne at 

m.grano@yahoo.com or Linda Finn at 
lindafinn@yahoo.com. You do not 

have to have great Bible knowledge, 
only the desire to help our children! 
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Starr Presbyterian Church Contacts 
Session 

 

Janie Castle                               248/961-6565 
email: janiecastle@aol.com 

Ken Groh                                    248/585-6153 
                 email: grohken@yahoo.com 
Andy LeCureaux                        248/225-7372 

email: alecureaux@gmail.com  
  Linda Finn                                   248/221-7252 
                    email: lindafinn@yahoo.com 
  Shari Alston                                248/545-6157 

sharbear641@sbcglogal.net 
  Michael Woodcox                        248/320-3179 

mikewmi26@aol.com 
 

Mandy Reinke (Clerk of Session)                            
 mandyreinke@sbcglobal.net  248/224-0067 

 

Trustee Contact 
   Don Reinke                               248/399-9053  
     email: Donald.T.Reinke@usace.army.mil  
   Norm Rossnagel                      248/585-7417 

email: nmrossnagel@sbcglobal.net 
    Rick Crawford                          248/548-4878 

 

Office  
Church Office:                           248/288-3230 
Office email:                 office@starrchurch.org 

 

   Rev. Marianne Grano:    (home) 313/649-4040 
                                           (cell):   313/585-1211 
                                 email: m.grano@yahoo.com  

 

Web Address: 
www.starrchurch.org 

Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/starrpres 

PRAYER PAGE 
 

Please keep the following members and friends 
in your prayers:  

 For our nation, world and leaders, especially during  
       these times of tension and turmoil. 

 For those who travel. 

 For those who mourn.  

 For those suffering/recovering from natural disasters,  
       especially from the recent earthquakes and floods. 

 For our military members; those deployed; veterans;  
       for military families; first responders/their families. 

 For pastors, church leaders and those who serve  
       tirelessly with mission work. We think especially of  
       Steve & Marge Doty; and Amy. 

 For families that struggle or need patience. 

 For all concerns not articulated or spoken, but on  
       our hearts and minds. 

 For persecuted Christians. 

 For our shut-ins. 
For the medical concerns of:  Tyler, Doug McKnight, 
Rosemary Beauchamp, Betty Kingstrom, Ed Rodgers, 
Nancy Smith, Bev Schell.  
For those fighting cancer: Dennis Kennedy, Tom 
McCullough, Diane Sandomierski, Bob Beracki, Ethan, 
Robin, Michelle, Mark Stamat, John Decker, Bill  
Woodcox, Zoe Marcus, Carol Kaiser, Christine  
Fetterhoff, Carol Anderson. 
For those experiencing personal struggles: Those 
needing comfort during transition and change; those 
seeking employment, the homeless; those who are losing 
their homes; families experiencing effects of natural  
disasters/bad weather.  

For those struggling with addictions and those 
recovering, that they may continue to heal.  
 

Note: To add someone to the Prayer List, please 
contact the church office at (248) 288-3230 or via 

email: office@starrchurch.org. 
 
 

Prayer Chain 
 

If you have a concern that you would like us to put 
on the prayer chain,  please contact Deb Collins at  
248-649-3692 or Sandy Woodcox at 248-320-3182. 

Online Giving! 
Online donations are up and running! You can 

give to any of our ministries including: 
General Fund · Warming Shelter 

Capital Improvements · Gideons · Flower Fund 
Children and Youth 

*Wycliffe Bible Translators 
*PCUSA Special Offerings (One Great Hour of 

Sharing) 
Simply visit the church website, 

www.starrchurch.org, and click on "Gifts and 
Tithes." You can set up an automatic payment 
for your convenience or if you are sometimes 

out of town or miss church. You do not have to 
create an account to use this service! 
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